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Ms Barry - Head of Year 7

“Our vision is to foster enthusiasm, resilience, kindness 
and independence within each member of the year 7 
community. We aim to provide opportunities for 
students to develop new interests, friendships and to 
grow in confidence.”

Here at Northwood, our students are accepting and 
considerate members of our community, they 
represent themselves, their family and the school in a 
positive manner.

My vision is for all Year 7 students to be here & actively 
engaged in their learning, happy in themselves, both 
physically and mentally healthy, honest in all they do 
and helpful in the school community.



Settling in

The teachers and form tutors have been delighted to see 
how well our new Year 7 students have settled in.  

Students are getting into the new routines of secondary 
school and I am excited to see them grow in 
independence. 

It has been great to see how enthusiastic Year 7 students 
have been, in particular in attending our amazing 
Extracurricular Clubs!



Miss Olivier - Deputy Headteacher
Rachel Singer - Assistant Headteacher
Miss Wilkins- Lead practitioner History
Miss Patel - Lead practitioner Science



● Feedback and assessment at Northwood

Let us tell you about...



End of unit 
test (EUA)

Mid unit 
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(MUA) 

Teaching TeachingFeed 
Forward (FF)

Teaching and Assessment at Northwood
Assessments should be carried out every 3-4 weeks 

● For any given unit of work there will be regular assessment. 

● Approximately mid-way through a unit the Mid Unit Assessment will take place 
- this is a checkpoint which allows the teacher to see where students are in 
their new learning so far. Students are then given feed forward work which 
allows them to react and respond to the marking. 

● At the end of a unit there is an End of Unit Assessment, a more formal 
assessment, where the outcome of this is recorded by the teacher and used 
towards reporting. 

Feed 
Forward (FF)



● Book Polish provides 
dedicated time for students 
to review their exercise 
books and reflect on the 
lesson 

● This supports students to 
develop skills in presentation, 
review and revision. 

Teaching and Assessment at Northwood

Students develop their ability to review and take responsibility for their 
own learning through ‘Book Polish’ which takes place in form time.  

Book Polish 



Curriculum outline 
Subject Number of 

hours a 
week

Subject Number of 
hours a 
week

English 4 Art 1

Maths 3.5 PE 2

Science 2.5 Music 1

French or Spanish 2 Drama 1

History 2 ICT 1

Geography 2 Technology (DT, 
Food and Textiles)

2

RE 1

Our curriculum is engaging, rigorous and diverse. 



● Supporting your child 

Let us tell you about...



How do we support our students?
• Excellent teaching every day

• 1:1 reading 

• In-class support from Learning Support Assistants

• Mastering learning programme
• Mentoring - Organisation

• Diversity• PSHCE

●  Google classroom 



Extracurricular entitlement 

● Students will be given the 
opportunity to go on a trip 
each academic year 

● Students are also invited 
to sign up for 
extracurricular activities 



Extracurricular opportunities 



Extended Learning 
Challenge 

Year 7



● Extended Learning Challenges

Let us tell you about...



Extended Learning Challenge 
(ELC) is designed to help students 
develop the necessary skills and 

habits of a successful learner. 

Students will decide on one topic 
they find interesting, and will then 
complete the challenge over the 

course of the Autumn term.

There will be prizes and 
certificates for the best Extended 

Learning Challenge. 

Will commence in Autumn 2 



● Homework

Let us tell you about...



Main findings:

1. Have high academic expectations

2. Regular communication

3. Good reading habits

4. Homework rules



Homework

● It will be communicated via Satchel:One (Show My Homework)

● Sign in with your school Google account

● They will usually have up to a week to complete it

● This is quite a big transition from Primary school

● Students will need to manage their homework



Top tips for homework

1) Parents/carers can support their children by logging into 

satchelone.com with them and asking questions about their homework.

2)    Make sure your child works in a quiet (distraction-free) place. 

       Remove distractions such as tablets/computers/phones.

3) Students will need support managing their time. 

There is a calendar feature on Satchel:One where parents can help 

students plan and spread homework out evenly over time. 



Accessing Satchel:One - Student



Students received their logins as 
well as two parents logins in form 
this morning. 

Parent logins have been mailed 
home and should be with you 
shortly. 

Accessing Satchel:One - Parent/Carers



1. Students forget they have homework 

Your child must get into a routine of checking Satchel:One every 

day when they get home from school

Parents/carers can support their children by logging into satchelone.com with 

them and asking questions about the homework:

“Can you show me what homework you have?” is much better than “have you 

done your homework?” 



2.  Students don’t do homework in the
     correct environment
After school Homework Clubs are available. Your child must use 

this if they need support with homework / a quiet place to work 

Make sure your child works in a quiet (distraction-free) place. The most 

effective students do their homework in the same place and at the same 

time every night. Remove distractions such as tablets/computers/phones.



3. Students don’t manage their time correctly
Students should not leave homework until the last minute. They 

should plan out when they are going to do each homework to 

avoid always doing it the night before it’s due.

Students will need support managing their time. There is a calendar feature on 

Satchel:One where parents can help students plan and spread homework out 

evenly over time. 



4. Students don’t understand the homework 

Students can approach their teachers after school or at lunch 

time. This will require forward planning and should not be done 

on the day of the deadline. 

Ask your child if they understand the task. If they don’t, they need to contact 

the teacher in good time. 



Top tips to being successful



Secret 1: 
Attendance





Secret 2: 
Organisation



• ‘I organise my school bag the night before so that I do 

not forget anything important.’ 

What might an organised student say?

• ‘ I dedicate time to completing my homework in a 

suitable environment.’ 

Organisation is a skill that 
needs to be taught / learned.



Secret 3: 
Be a proactive 
learner



‘I ask my teacher which topic we will be learning 
next so I can read up on it before the lesson.’

What might a proactive student say?

‘If I miss a lesson, I ask 
my peers, or email my 
teacher to find out 
what I missed and to 
catch up.’



‘I watch YouTube videos 
about The Cold War to help 
me in history.’

River landscapes in the UK



‘I actively engage in 
developing my 
vocabulary and reading 
skills by reading at home.’ 



Reading Logs

All students must complete reading logs for English.

Once a week, signed by parents.

This log contains a suggested reading list from the 
English department.

Teacher Year 7 and 8 Year 9 

Ms Hamblyn
Mrs Singer
Ms Barry

Ms Elliott
Ms Jarrett
Teacher Algar

Ms Griffin
 
Ms Cunniah 
Ms Hosty 
Ms Richardson
Ms Caple

‘Cirque Du Freak’ by Darren Shan
‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar
The Inheritance Cycle by Christopher 
Paolini
'Ghost Boys' by Jewell Parker Rhodes
‘Little Women’ by Louisa May Alcott
‘Magnus Chase and the gods of Asgard, 
Book 1: The Sword of Summer' by Rick 
Riordan
‘An Elephant in the Garden’ by Michael 
Morpurgo 
‘Wonder’ by R J Palacio 
‘The Hobbit’ by JRR Tolkien 
‘A Monster Calls’ by Patrick Ness
'The Lovely Bones' by Alice Sebold

‘The Book Thief’ by Markus Zusak
‘Noughts & Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman
His Dark Materials trilogy by Philip Pullman

‘Junk’ by Melvin Burgess
‘Magician’ by Raymond Feist
‘Legend’ by Marie Lu

‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell

‘Monsters of Men’ by Patrick Ness
‘The Wind Singer’ by William Nicholson 
‘Boys Don’t Cry’ by Malorie Blackman
'The Midnight Library' by Matt Haig



What to read?

‘Jane Eyre’ - Charlotte Bronte
 ‘Frankenstein’ - Mary Shelley
‘Great Expectations’ - Charles Dickens
‘Purple Hibiscus’ - Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
‘Dracula’ - Bram Stoker 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ - Jane Austen
‘Wuthering Heights’ - Emily Bronte 
‘Huckleberry Finn’ - Mark Twain
‘The Picture of Dorian Grey’ - Oscar Wilde 
‘Tess of the D’Urbervilles’ - Thomas Hardy
‘The Great Gatsby’ - Scott Fitzgerald 
‘Brave New World’ - Aldous Huxley  
‘Brideshead Revisited’ - Evelyn Waugh
The Harry Potter Series – JK Rowling
‘Catcher in the Rye’ - JD Salinger 
‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ - C.S. Lewis
‘The Lord of the Rings’ - JRR Tolkien 
 ‘On the Road’ - Jack Kerouac
‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’ - Lewis Carroll
‘Things Fall Apart’ - Chinua Achebe
‘One Hundred Years of Solitude’ - Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

Challenge yourself by reading the English 
Department’s favourite classics:

Mrs Underwood’s library recommended books:
‘Windrush Child’ - Benjamin Zephania
‘The Girl Who Speaks Bear’ - Sophie Anderson
‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’ - Onjali Q Rauf
‘The House with Chicken Legs’ - Sophie Anderson
‘Unhooking the Moon’ - Gregory Hughes
‘Electric Girl’ - Jo Cotterill
‘Vote for Effie’ - Laura Wood
‘Where the World Turns Wild’ - Nicola Penfold
‘The Clockwork Crow’ - Catherine Fisher
‘Rooftoppers’ - Katherine Rundell
‘Diver’s Daughter’ - Patrice Lawrence
‘Death of a Chimney Sweep’ - Cora Harrison
‘Fig Swims the World’ - Lou Abercombie
‘When the Sky Falls’ - Phil Earle
‘The Last Hawk’ - Elizabeth Wein
‘Enola Holmes’ - Nancy Springer
‘Mamlamander’ - Thomas Taylor
‘When the Mountains Roared’ - Jess Butterworth
‘The Wolfie Wilder’ - Katherine Rundell 
‘The Girl of Ink and Stars’ - Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
‘Siege’ - Chris Ryan
‘The Summer I Robbed a Bank’ - David O’ Doherty
‘Boy X’ - Dan Smith
‘The Outlaws Scarlett and Browne’ - Jonathan Stroud
The Cherub Series - Robert Muchamore



What does it mean to be a successful learner? 

“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most 
certain way to succeed is always to try just one more 

time.” – Thomas A. Edison
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Great Destinations!
We have students going to study at:
St Andrews,   Imperial,  Warwick, Exeter, 
UCL,  Liverpool, Leicester,  Queen Mary’s,  
Royal Holloway and so many other fantastic 
Universities.

In 2022:
● 88% of students 

went to university
● 40% to Russell 

Group Universities

A wide range of courses such as:
Chemistry Medicine 
Accounting & Finance Psychology 
Aerospace Engineering History 
Politics & International Relations  Law 
Economics Physics
Computer Science Maths



Parent Ambassadors
Could you be one?WHAT? A representative body of parents who 

give regular feedback to the school and are 
consulted on any key changes proposed by 
school leadership.

WHEN? Parent Ambassadors meet about once 
a half term. Usually 5.30-6.30pm on a Tuesday.

Parent Ambassadors also help at events (open 
evenings / information evenings) and aim to offer 
/ provide access to opportunities for our students 
(e.g. work experience, contacts etc)

WHY? Parent voice is really important to us as a 
school.

We are recruiting new PAs to join our 
fantastic team.

2 parents per year group (no current 
vacancies for y11)

If you are interested:
- Send an email to the school 

office@nwschool.org.uk with 
the name/year group of your 
child and an outline of why you 
would like to be a PA.

Deadline: Friday 29th September 

mailto:office@nwschool.org.uk


Further information


